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Viva matsuri!

To commemorate 100 years of Japanese emigration to Brazil, and
the countries’ continuing close links, taiko drummers from both
cuttures will be powering a huge festival set for Sao Paulo on June 21
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who labored on coffee plantations — was
barely able to survive.

So, like many others in similar straits, in
1951 Ryosei moved to Londorina by
himself. Eventually, he was able to get into
auniversity in the city and then became a
lawyer — a success story shared by many
children of Japanese emigrants, he said, in
atrend that earned them a high standing in
their adopted homeland.

Now, his son Fernando says he is proud
of being a Japanese-Brazilian.

“Here in Brazil, we have a lot of respect
from other people. Because Japanese-
Brazilians have worked harder and have
been honest, we are honored in the
society,” he said.

But the downside to this is that most
third- and fourth-generation Japanese-
Brazilians cannot speak their ancestral
language.

That was the case with Fernando —
until he began studying Japanese after
encountering taiko.

“Through learning taiko, my identity
as a Japanese-Brazilian changed and I
am more interested in Japanese culture,”
he said with a smile in his voice.

“Taiko plays the role of introducing
Japanese culture to the young people. The
drum makes a sound that goes straight to

Soul beat: Yoichi Watanabe tells his
Japanese-Brazilian students how they
need “heart, technique, body and

courtesy’ to play taiko.
their hearts.”

Now, as he looks forward to playing in
the Sambodromo in Sao Paulo on June 21,
Fernando enthused, saying “We try to
maintain Japanese culture here in Brazil
and to let Japanese-Brazilians know more
about Japan before going to the country.

“And I think the taiko performance will
be like an explosion of Japanese culture
here.”
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