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AMANOJAKU

THE TAIKO GROUP PROVIDES A MEDIUM
FOR JAPANESE TO BOTH RECONNECT

WITH AND REINVENT THEIR TRADITIONS

BY DAN GRUNEBAUM

“UNTIL RECENTLY, g%uﬁgaﬁgs
104 concert to see,” says young drummer [saku Kageyama: Sometimes it's worth
stating the obyious, and because this fact gets to the heart of the matter when it
%Eggﬂgggwﬁyﬁﬁén

?%gﬁwﬁsggaﬁg_ﬁagﬁﬁ
increasingly urbanized Japan, a Eﬁuﬂn&gﬂgﬁu%gﬂ
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ations, they have f avariety of
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preserve the essence of taiko even as it presents it on the concert stage, “Alot of
taiko groups now try to do something new, like playing with rock bands,”
observes young member lsala Kageyama in an interview at the Metropolis office.
"That's supposed to be modem, E?guﬁﬁaggﬂﬁg_
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is of years; we're rying o create that kind of eternal music”

ds_ooaa_ jaku, named for & mischi §QH%§EE§
lie in Edo's bon odori festivals, so the group sets up its drums on stage in a

traditional arrangement. In its compositions, it will aleo, for instance, use kabuki-

inspired phrasings to evoke iconic [apanese imagery such as a cicada's song or
ggo&ﬂ%&%g%%%
1al for new ing has a unique riythm not
gﬁaowo_.ga. explains Kageyama. "We want to capture traditional

. conducted workshops that are particularly popular with descendants

- says E_Eﬁuaﬂ_ﬂ. r neads to'have “spirit and manners!” The

such as how to bow and sit on the floor Japanese-style.

Along with taike’s modernization has been the arrival of numerous
‘women to its ranks, ance the exclusive preserve of men, Two of
Amanojaku’s co-founders, Hiromi Ogawa and Mayumi Kawana, are
leaders of a genes Eaﬁna Eﬂoamﬂwmu:ﬁ&g
compositions ara A i Emmhmn_wn_ of them

5 performing the if §m=aaﬁ
example, was born in San Flanned to cel 1e 20th annp yolA jaku'
Francisco to a Japanese- founcding, the _uoaa_sngaaw:séﬁm._:mqsgmﬁmﬁ of two
American father and

pieces, “Inori, Negal, Kaiun ?E_ma«mmﬂuu Good Fortuna),

a portrayal of parental love, and ' Goshild no Taiko™ (Five Colors of
Taiko), in which five of the group's seven players showcase their
individual talents on the massive odaiko. Nerima Bunka Center, Dec
19. See concert listings (jazz/world) for details, g8

schools in fapan. Now 24, he
joined Amanojaleu when he
588»?5&&
speaker, he acts as the
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English PR raan.

‘The group has also
helped expatriate Japanese
1o better understand their
EEEREE:BSQ&H.EEE Amanojaku has

of Japanese immigrants This summer, the troupe went o a month-
long tour of Brazil at the invitation of the Brazilian Association of Taiko,
‘which was established in 2003 to’instruct youths in the musical form.
Evenis are planned in Brazil in 2008 to celebrate the 100th
anniversary ol —ggﬁmﬂsaﬁmggig alarge-
E%Eogﬁms%gﬁnseﬁ leader Watanabe
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Japanese-Brazilians, saw W 1 hing basic
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